Congress of the United States
W ashington, BC 20515

July 17, 2003

HE Vicente Fox Quesada
President of Mexico

Los Pinos

Mexico City, Mexico

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to commend your government on the landmark anti-discrimination
legislation that you recently signed into law. We know this historic step could not have
been taken without your tenacious efforts, the support of the Mexican Congress, and the
active involvement of civil society. We are confident that this law will ensure that
Mexico’s diversity continues to thrive by providing equal opportunity and respect for all
its citizens. Your commitment to this principle has been a hallmark of your presidency.

As you stated upon signing the legislation, “Nobody should be excluded from
their social well-being because of their ethnic origin, gender, age or religion; because of
their opinions, poor health or different capacities.” We share your profound belief in
these fundamental values and take particular note of the fact that this law specifically
bans “anti-Semitism” as a form of discrimination - making Mexico one of but a few
nations in the world to explicitly include this term in its anti-discrimination legal code.
At a time when the world is experiencing an alarming rise in hate crimes, this law serves
as a model of the high level of governmental and societal attention needed to address this

crisis.

As Latino and Jewish Members of the United States Congress, we recognize that
minorities face unique challenges and require rigorous protection from discrimination and
enforcement of the law. This bold step is representative of the U.S. and Mexico’s shared
commitment to preserving an open and pluralistic society, democratic governance and the
rule of law.

We understand that the new law establishes a National Commission for the
Prevention of Discrimination and instructs this commission to promulgate regulations to
enforce anti-discrimination. We are very interested to see the fruits of this commission’s
work, and we will continue to support your efforts as we work on issues of mutual concern.

Sincerely,

AW A CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ

ember of Congress Member of Congress
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